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HE “Voice of America” and “Radia Free Eﬂf,ﬁ%_
HA are dolng yeomhan work in penetrating the lron

Curtain with broadcasts aimed at keeping the peo-

ples in captive lands.aware of life in free nations and -

exposing to them the false Communist propagarida
forced down thelr throats by Moscow. o

.Somewhat * overlooked - 1s ‘the :
equally effectlve work -of RIAS, the
American-supported -broadcasting -
outfit devoted exclusively to bring-
ing to the Soviet-dominated East
Germans a dally and nightly slice
of life as {t s tived In West.Germany.

I spent several hours recentlv
fouring  the  Berlin  Operational
ileadquarters of RIAS, where the .
U. 8. Government spends an annual
584,000,000 to give East Germans
no. only a picture of demoeracy at
work tn Berlin and on the Rhine but
strives by all available means to tear the mask off
the East German Communist regime and bring home
to every one of the 17,000,000 East Germans that
fher are being used as pawns by the Soviet Union iy
a game of high-powered political blackmall.

There is nothing pretentious in the pre-war
«iitees housing this psychological warfare weapon
apainst Communist operations, in East Berlin and
Eiat Germany. But 1 saw the effielency and fervor
with which the six Americahs*in charge aud the 500
Gierman employecs carry. out thefr jab. I had thepleas-

r‘leibg;g Lochner,

ure of running tnto_t}egut?ﬂf,,'”Dlrevcto " Robert Lochner,
suny of Louis P Lochﬁ?r, mﬂﬁ%ﬁ’ﬁ‘ﬁ‘eﬁ‘béﬁﬂm

=nt for (he Assuclated Press.

Young Lochner told me that some critics have
yoleed the complaint thit the only efforts to counter
Soviet, propaganda and control in East Germany
huve come Ty RIAS, thug leaving this important
sk on American shoulders. The Bonn government
finally has seen fit, Lochner revealed, to set aside
funds for organizing and operating ‘“Deutschland
Funk,” which will stress 10 the East Germans that

they are Jistening to an entirely German-originated ;

program. : :
Lochner explained that the German broadeast-
g operations will neither duplicate nor. compete

with RIAS. There is plenty of room for all such -

cfforis to counter the Soviet activity'in East Germany.
“We have found,” Lochrner said, “that In conduct-

.+ i our broadcasting operations, RIAS 1s most eff¢c-
* tive when 1t tells both the good and the bad side of

the West German picture and of democracy in gen-
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ing government officfa). 'We carefully gave the East

- Germans the whole tFuth, snd in that way offset the

-sensational] onslaught of qgw_anagauons given
East Germans by Communist brogdessts and
newspapers; . o '
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“On the .other’ hhn‘lfﬂhe German project will be
able 10 cover some fields.of German life and activily
In the West which make it more difficult for the
Communist machine to refute,.since Germans; Es:t
or West, don'} like to'be {old that they are born liars.
The Edst Germans who may figure that RIAS salis
the news and commentarjes with some favoritisia
JTor our side will accept at face value more easiy
that which they hear from their 6wn blood brothers.”
‘ RIAS broadcastf day. and night 'ndt only news
from the West but exploits® events, and incldén's
harvested from its many volunteer é¢ontacts in East
Germany. Thus, the East German puppet regime
some two weéks ago atsused RIAS of Inventing a rr-
port that East Germans in one area were queuing up
for potatoes and-othér food scarcities, RIAS replied
by citing the fasts as checked and doublechecked .
after ‘a clipping was sent to it by ap anonymous
East German, who took It from the pages of his
‘obscure wéekly newspaper., )

Lochner showed me estimates comptled .througn
extensive soundings which make 1t pretty certain
that 75 per cent of tha ‘East Germans listen to RIAS.

An interesting development in recent years hus
been the fact that at least 1,000 East Germans a vear
venture into personaily visiting RIAS, where they 4
made welcome and given -answers to all question-.
Another 1,000 telephone their appreclatign, an opers-
tion for which they have to cross over into Wes
Berlin since tWére is no telephomq communication
between the sectors of the split city..

All in all, 1t -was good to see this American psy-
chological weapon . at work eagalnst the ever-busy
Communist propagandists. '
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